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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I have 
the pleasure to great all of you for participation in the 
ХVІIІ International Conference of the Open and 
Underwater Mining of Minerals, 8 – 12 September 
2025, Astor Garden Hotel, Sts. Constantine and Helena 
Resort, Varna, Bulgaria.

First held in 1986 as a conference on open mining and slope stability in the 
town of Panagyurishte with the initiator and doyen Prof. DSc Eng. Stoyan Hristov, 
the topic of underwater mining was later added to it. With the participation of a 
significant number of colleagues from the Balkan region and Europe, in 2017 the 
conference became as international.

This year the conference is dedicated to the 140th anniversary of the 
Federation of the Scientific Engineering Unions in Bulgaria and the 60th anniversary 
of the Scientific and Technical Union of Mining, Geology and Metallurgy.

The high activity of scientists and specialists and the interest in the 
conference are proof of its authority over the years. This forum has become a 
platform for discussions related to the latest technological developments and 
production practices in the mining industry. Thematic topics cover all issues 
related to exploitation, technology, economic efficiency, information technology, 
ecology, training and legislation in the field of open and underwater mining and 
construction. This year, the topic of artificial intelligence applications, which is so 
relevant today, has been added to the topics.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all Conference sponsors – 
Geotechmin Group, Ellatzite-Med AD, Geostroy AD, Geotrading AD, Assarel-Medet 
AD, Dundee Precious Metals, Maptek and Tabov engineering Ltd.

I would like to congratulate you and to wish you good health and professional 
success. Thank you for your participation which contributes to the success of the 
conference!
					     Assoc. Prof. Dr. Eng. Kremena Dedelyanova

Chairperson of the Organizing Committee
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Thematic topics
A. Construction and exploitation of opencast mines and quarries. Combination of open pit 

and underground mining. 
B. Technologies and facilities in underwater mining of minerals and hydrocarbons. 
C. Drilling and blasting activities and safety techniques for open mining of minerals and 

construction.
D. Geotechnical aspects in mining and construction - Drainage and stability and 

consolidation of the slopes. Process management and best practices. 
E. Protection and reclamation of environment. Circular economy. 
F. Information technologies in geological and mining activities and construction. 

Application of artificial intelligence. 
G. Innovations in electrification, automation, mechanization and repair. 
H. Risk estimation and safe working conditions in mining and construction. Education and 

qualification. Mining legislation.






